Scientists In the Schools

Part 3: Human Impacts
on the Gulf of Mexico




Deepwater Horizon Oil Spill
April 20 — July 15, 2010

4.9 million *
barrels of oil
spilled

-

8 National Parks &
400 marine species

threatened

“Worst environmental disaster the U.S. has faced” -
Carol Browner, White House Energy Advisor




BENEATH THE OIL SLICK

Development Driller 1Il: Reached the
leak site Tuesday and is preparing to
drill a relief well to stop the oil flow, a

that could 9. Gonstruction
process take 2-3 months :

GULF SURFACE Approximately 210,000 gallons
of oil leaking per day
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So what?




Just Keep Swimming...
Through the Ol |




Potential Pathways for Oil to Reach Bottom Sediments
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Released
Deep Kill
oil mixes
with mud
and sinks?

Oil mixes
with river
sediment
and sinks?
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“Cute. but not efficient!
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Dispersant
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What is a Dead Zone
Algae growth near surface
bottom
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Can YOU clean up an
oll spill? =
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