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Wednesday night, the South Walton Community Council presented a
public forum at Coastal Branch Library led by Professor Richard Snyder
of the University of West Florida to address questions and explore the
legacy of the BP DeepWater Horizon oil spill two years later.

The conclusion? "Remnants of the spill are pretty much gone," he said.

Snyder is a professor and director of the Center for Environmental
Diagnostics and Bio-remediation. He told the crowd of about two dozen
that in actuality, there has been oil in the Gulf of Mexico for a long time
prior to the DeepWater Horizon spill due to seepage that occurs from
the sea floor. And as far as recovery goes, he said Mother Nature has

pretty much healed the wounds caused by the gusher.

"Oil is no stranger in the gulf," he said, "but 30 percent of it evaporates as soon as it hits the surface. It is very
thin oil that becomes tarry and thick after heat then comes this way."

He said most of the water testing indicates an all clear for the area.

"There was basically no ecological impact here, but economic impact," he said. "Our exposure to
environmental problems was limited here. It's not hurting the clams. We saw a lack of healing last year in
some fish, and we saw more dolphins aborting but not now."

An issue that Snyder hopes to see corrected is that there was previously no monitoring of oil in the Gulf prior
to the DeepWater spill, and there is no baseline data to fall back on.

"No one has been willing to fund us to investigate previously but that is about to change," he said.
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Currently, $500 million has been set aside for research.

"We don't know what normal is in the Gulf," he said.

So at what point does the DeepWater Horizon just become a footnote in history?

"Difficult to say," he said. "We can't say we can rest easy as there is a lot of oil extraction in the Gulf. There is
going to be leakage and seeps. There is a concentration of oil drilling south of Destin."
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